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Bowhunter, musician, TV show host,
concealed carry merchant - And
Ross is many things as he defends the
Second Amendment.

STORY BY FRANK JARDIM

Andy Ross has done a lot of things, some crazy, some
hrll]\a‘lm al:\d some crazy brilliant.

Whenrhis high school rock star aspirations
failed to transform him into the next Bon Jovi, he
moved on, tried and failed and tried again until
he succeeded. He turned his creativity into Ross
Archery to make excellent hunting bows of his own
design. When he couldn't find any celebrity hunters
to promate them on the TV hunting shows, he
went to the Outdoor Channel and convinced them
to give him a bowhunting show of his own. For the
next 10 years he hosted Maximum Archery followed
by Maximun Archery On Tour (a show about a
bowhunting show). He traveled the world, hunting
beasts great and small, including the big five in




While high school aspirations
of becoming the next Bon Jovi
didn't pan out for Ross, writing a
theme song for his bowh ntlng.
show Maximum Archery t
to four CDs and cross-ce
tours. (AND)
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Africa. It was a wild ride and it made
him famous among bowhunters.

Three years into the show he
decided it needed music so he wrote
and recorded a theme song himself. By
the time the show ended, he was a full-
time country rock performer. Today
he has four CDs and a continuously
growing fan base large enough to
keep him performing on stage nearly
every weekend to audiences in the
thousands. The three songs that best
show who he is are: “I Am My Father’s
Son,” “American Rebel!" and “Cold
Dead Hand”

By singing about the things
important to him, he created his
own brand and got recognized as an
outspoken patriot, celebrator of the
American spirit of individualism, and
a defender of the Second Amendment.
His third television show, American
Rebel, was oriented toward shooting
sports and the themes of his music.
That led directly to his most recent
entrepreneurial venture and creative
outlet. He transformed American Rebel
the show into American Rebel (OTC:
AREB) the brand and incorporated
it to make concealed carry coats and
backpacks he would want to use.

Independence Day is about as
Andy Ross as a holiday can be, so
I got him to visit with me for an
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interview for our July issue.

American Shoofing JournalHow doesa TV
bowhunter become the spokesman for
defending the Second Amendment?
Andy Ross The short version is that my
song “Cold Dead Hand” started it all
in 2013. It's more nuanced than just

a defense of our constitutional right

to keep and bear arms. Politically

I am right of center. Like a lot of
hard-working Americans, I don't
appreciate politicians giving me a line
of bull and telling me what to think. I
always felt we have the right to carry
concealed weapons for protection and
a concealed carry law was just starting
to get traction in Kansas at the time.
I'm a musician and a fan of the Second
Amendment, so I wrote a song about
it. It caught on among the shooting
sports community and all of a sudden
people were calling me to ask me about
the subject and conservative media
outlets wanted me to do their shows
as a talking head. The PR firm that
booked me gave me files of material
on the subject for in-depth study:
history, court rulings, case law, crime
statistics, etc. I thought I was going

to have to debate the anti-gun talking
heads. It turned out I never had a hard
question. I never even got put in front
of an audience that I didn't see as pro-

-

Hgs sports three patriotic
tattoos, including this one
based on the iconic POF

, 1 (| Minuteman. (ANDY ROSS)
&4

gun. I'll never be a legal scholar on the
subject but the more I talk to people
who know a lot more than me, the
more rubs off on me.

ASJ Most artists wouldn't touch a
political hot potato like gun control in
their work but you not only did that,
but went all in for the cause too. Were
you ever worried “Cold Dead Hand”
could hurt your career?

AR I was not. If I was one of the big
stars that get aired again and again

all day long on the corporate-owned
Clear Channel top 40 radio stations, I
might have. Because I'm not, I can do
what I want. I don't need a filter. The
big artists are performing for broader
audiences and stand to lose much more
than I do. They may have a lot of liberal
middle-aged soccer moms listening to
them on their minivan radio and don't
want to do a song that’s going to piss
those ladies off. I know who my fan
base is and they like me because I write
the songs [ do. I'm not the greatest
singer and I'm not the best songwriter.
What I am is the greatest singer of the
best Andy Ross songs. That’s what my
audience wants.

ASJHow do you reach them if you
aren’t on the radio?
AR Top 40 Clear Channel won't play
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my music. Country is too mainstream.
They won't get political. I didn’t expect
ian when I
wrote those songs. They were for my
Outdoor Channel show. My music is
played on the small market stations
in small towns across the country.
They're small-time, medium-sized
stations with a demographic too small
for the big corporations to buy up. The
thing is, there are a lot of them. I'm
getting a thousand or so spins a week
and I do three interviews a week too.
I've been on with David Webb, Rita
Cosby and The Patriot SiriusXM Radio.
This world is a lot bigger than most
people realize it is. I get to my audience
through radio airplay and our online
presence, and make a living by selling
my songs to fans through iTunes on the
Internet. The record companies don't
want to sign a recording deal with a
51-year-old. For me to have a successful
boutique niche career in music at my
age is incredible.

ASJ What's the story behind the
star-spangled American Rebel 2nd
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Amendment Muscle Car?

AR Ah, you saw that red, white

and beauty?

ASJ It's hard to miss a custom 1970

Corvette.
AR Danny “The Count” Koker from the
Counting Cars show on the History
Channel is a strong supporter of the
Second Amendment and heard my
song “Cold Dead Hand” and wanted
to do a show with me. That show
is the History Channe
biggest and has millions of viewers.
It gets 100 times the audience that
imum Archery show ever
got. What you may not know is that
when The Count does a car for you,
you have to pay for it out of your own
pocket and there’s no guarantee that
the History Channel programming
executives will want to make a show
about it. I took the chance and put
$100,000 into the car and, of course,
The Count did an incredible job
and we both were sure it would get
selected for the show. We didn't figure
on the History Channel people being
anti-gun. They weren't interested in
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Ross poses with his “red, white and beauty,”
a 1970 Corvette customized by fellow gun
fan Danny “The Count” Koker of History
Channel's Counting Cars. (ANDY ROSS)

any gun-related content and it would
have been a bust if The Count hadn't
stepped up and pressed them hard for
it. He made it happen. He knew the
message was important and he really
plugged me as a performer too. When
our “Rocked & Loaded” episode aired,
I got so many iTunes downloads that
the Corvette was paid in full in three
days. That episode really legitimized
me as a musician too. Danny and

I became good friends. I ended up
getting my second patriotic tattoo at
the parlor he owns in Vegas. It's called
Count’s Tattoo Company.
ASJ How many of those do you have?
AR Three patriotic ones

said “Rocking the 1st Amendment”
with a microphone. That was my
creative expression of that fundamental
right. I can write a song about anything
[ want thanks to the First Amendment.
“Defending the 2nd Amendment”

with the POF Minuteman armed with
an AR-15 instead of a musket was the
second one, and the last was “Don't
Tread On Me,” an American slogan




Ross reports recently taking a
shooting course. i

from the Revolutionary War.

AsJ You do a lot of concerts for
the military and you are especially
supportive of veterans' charities. Have
you ever served?
AR have great respect for the military
but [ have not served. The closest I
came to that was when I'was 12.1
got in trouble more than the average
kid and my mom finally sent me to
the Wentworth Military Academy
to straighten me out. I grew up in a
small town, Chanute, Kansas, only
8,000 in the 1970s, and I didn't have
much exposure to veterans or the
military. I didn’t have any relatives
to tell me war stories either and my
interests were extremely focused, first
in music during high school, and then
in archery and hunting. I was always
patriotic, but I didn't fully appreciate
the role of the military until I became
friends with Ted Nugent. I was 39 by
then, and completely immersed in
Maximum Archery. Ted understood
that American freedom is paid for by
our military. He introduced me to the
active duty and veterans he met doing
his own patriotic things and it opened
my eyes.

I was doing my own successful TV
show and I thought to myself, “How
am I able to do this? Who made this
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country possible where I can pursue
my dreams and succeed?” This country
is set up for us to take advantage of
the American dream. Most countries
are set up for you to fail. When an
American competes against a non-
American, it’s like we are driving a
Ferrari and the other guys are on a
bicycle. You should thank God every
day that you wake up in the US.
Who made America different? Many
people did their part and keep on
doing it and I'm thankful for all of their
contributions. The military is at the
top of the list because they are the ones
ready to sacrifice their lives to protect
these freedoms we enjoy, the freedoms
that allowed me to achieve my dreams.
When I started writing music
again, I came in contact with lots of
vets who loved the patriotic songs.
Bikers actually loved them too. They're
also usually very patriotic. Many
are veterans themselves. When I'm
touring, 8o percent of my concerts are
for veterans and bikers. For example,
do Memorial Day and Armed Forces
Day shows and the NASCAR America’s
Race (NRA Night Race) at Bristol
Motor Speedway and the Iron Horse
Social Club in Savanna, Illinois. Some
concerts are free, some are discounted,
some are for pay. Fortunately, I have a
company that allows me to do some

free and discount concerts. American

Rebel, the company, was inspired by the
music and the music is what gets me in
contact with our great veterans. Q

ASJHow did you first get involved

in shooting? 6
AR Hunting and self-defense. I'm
known as a bowhunter, but when I was
young I was all about hunting upland
birds, ducks and turkeys. That type

of hunting is big in Kansas and it's all
shotgun. For example, I remember
times during duck season when my
classmates and I would gear up and
hunt before we went to school. We'd
rush back to school so we wouldn't

be late but sometimes we were. Being
late 15 minutes would get you at most
a mild scolding from the principal.
He'd tell you, “I hope you boys got
some this morning, but you need to
quit the blind a little earlier so you

can get to class on time.” We actually
left our shotguns right in racks in the
back windows of our pick-ups when
we parked at the school. That was a
normal, completely legal thing to see in
the early 1980s.

Personal protection was a big part of
it for me too. I'd always been a believer
in the natural right of self-defense and
kept a pistol close at hand to protect
myself when I was away from home.



I did that before the laws across the
country finally shifted and concealed
carry became common. I knew how

to shoot handguns and rifles but I
didn't shoot them as a hobby like I do
now. It was actually the dangerous
game hunting I did on Maximum
Archery that made me get serious about
developing my pistol skills. I'd always
kept a pistol in my pack when hunting.
Even the best hunters don't always get
a clean kill. A wounded lion, unlike a
wounded deer, can still kill you, so I
realized I needed to get proficient with
a handgun.

ASJ Do you have a favorite gun?

AR Guns are like guitars to me. They
have different qualities and you use the
one that's best for the music you want
to make. I love my over-and-under
shotguns for bird hunting because
theyre so graceful and balanced, but I
learned lately that I really get a blast out
of shooting tactical shotguns at zombie
targets at your ZSU matches.

ASJ Thanks for the plug.

AR No problem. I enjoy all my firearms.
I shoot my Glocks the most. The great
folks over at AR500 targets came out to
my farm and set up a range with their
reactive steel targets and making that
steel ring with my Glocks is a lot of
fun, but I'm also honing my defensive
shooting skills since that's my concealed
carry gun. I can shoot my Glock today
and tomorrow pull out an old .22
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revolver and plink at tin cans in the
grass. The .22 ammo is so cheap too.

ASJ What kinds of shooting activities
are you involved in these days?
AR Everything I can. I always want
to learn new things. I spent 20 years
making a living with bows and
just didn’t have the time to explore
the shooting sports. When music
changed my path and led me to join
the firearms community, I couldn't
have felt more welcome. Now
everyone wants to shoot with me.
I have so many offers to participate
in classes, visit ranges and shooting
clubs and try out the different
sports that I couldn't do it all. I
bring a video crew with me when I
go so we can record content for our
American Rebel episodes and share
the experience with our fans through
the Internet. There's a work element
to all of this but it’s a lot of fun too.
If shooting ranges are your idea of
amusement parks, then I'm the lucky
guy who won the free season pass.
Lately I've been taking tactical
shooting and self-defense courses.
There’s a lot more to defending yourself
than just knowing how to shoot. It’s
how to carry your pistol, your draw
stroke, how to get safely around
cornerskan, how to clear a house of
the bad guys, knowing what to check
and what to bypass, how to use cover
... My girl Dede and I just took a course

on defending yourself in a car-jacking
and in an ambush. Rob Ryan, operator
of Storm Mountain Training Center,
hosted us. I took the sniper course too.
I don't ever expect to be a sniper or use
a rifle in that manner, but [ was curious
about the challenges. I love to learn.

ASJIs the American Rebel show coming
back to television?

AR The show aired on Pursuit Channel
four years. But we took it off the
television to move it to Internet. It
gets 30 to 50 times greater exposure
on social media than it got on TV. The
format changed from an hour show

to short, 15-second to five-minute
clips. Those are easier, faster and less
expensive to make. They have a less
polished, more organic look now but
are still just as much fun. When you
see me shooting up explosive charges
downrange with a .50-caliber machine
gun at Knob Creek Gun Range in
Kentucky, there’s no mistaking how
much fun we're having.

ASJ What can we expect from Andy
Ross, American Rebel Inc. CEO and
concealed carry clothing designer?

AR I'm continuing to create new
products. Public response to my
products has been great. MidwayUSA,
the country’s largest online gun
accessories dealer, is carrying them,
and are looking at a licensing deal with
the NRA too. I've taken the company
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public so I can capitalize an expanded
product line. American Rebel coats
and backpacks are known for their
practical functionality and their secure,
quick access, hidden pockets for your
pistol and magazines. I patented those
pocket designs and built them into high
quality coats and bags. The whole point
is for the user to have ready access to
their gun when they need it but not
look like they have a gun. That means
the products have to look like normal,
everyday stuff, and not like they're for a
SWAT team or shooting range.

The way I designed the coat pockets
you don't have to worry about the gun
or magazine dropping out, or printing
through the fabric, or someone seeing
them if your coat should ride up or
fall open in the front. The Freedom
backpacks have a side-accessing
padded zipper pocket that holds your
gun in position ready to draw and
completely isolated from everything
else in the backpack. With practice you
can get it off your shoulder and draw
with surprising speed. When Rob Ryan
tested it, he did it in 2.7 seconds.

The new Constitution Line will
be a more stylish and fashionable
supplement to our present line. For
example, if you wear a suit and tie to
work, our Freedom backpack might
look out of place. I designed some
sharp-looking leather Tumi-style bags
that have the same functionality. Same
thing with the coats. A guy doing a
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white collar office job probably isn't
wearing a flannel-lined canvas coat to
and from work. He’s going to wear a
coat as much for style as warmth.
Another product I'm excited about
is our new Defense Shield Children’s
Protection Pack. We have a ballistic
shield accessory for the Freedom packs
and sales jumped with the recent
horrible school attacks. Then we found
out from our customers that some
school districts wouldn't allow the
kids to use them because they were
considered gun accessories. I'm not
going to see common-sense child safety
compromised to bureaucratic stupidity,
so I redesigned the packs and the shield
so they would be allowed. There’s no
pistol compartment in the pack and the
shield itself can actually unfold and be
worn as a ballistic vest.

ASJ Now that you've realized that
youthful dream of being a successful
musician, what's next?

AR I don't want to come off sounding
self-important, but I want to make
American Rebel a lifestyle brand. I
don't see myself as any more important
than the next guy. It's what the brand
American Rebel represents that’s really
important. It's the most important
thing, as a matter of fact. I see it as the
essence of the American character,

the very thing that made us the most
creative, adventurous and productive
country in the world. America is the

place where we have the freedom to
think and speak as we please and with
honest hard work and the nerve to take
risks, our people achieve great things.
In most of the world outside America,
people don't have the freedom or the
opportunity to pursue their dreams. In
America, there’s still very little holding Q
you back. In order to stay great, we
can't ever let that go. American Rebel é
celebrates that spirit. If it weren't for
those bold rebels in 1776 who stood
up to the British, there wouldn't be an
America. The legacy [ want to leave is a
patriotic lifestyle brand that celebrates
who we are and the great things we
achieve. Today American Rebel is
associated with quality concealed carry
clothing and bags. There’s no reason
it shouldn't be on quality sail boats,
wheelbarrows and kids clothes too.
Once [ do that, I think it would be
fun to retire, write a memoir about
it — The Making of an American
Rebel, maybe — and tell my story of
entrepreneurship, and chasing and
achieving my own particular American
dream. The fun part would be going
around the country for two years with a
pen and an acoustic guitar and visiting
every bookstore, civic center, rotary
club, sporting goods store or school
that will have me to sign books, give a
little 15-minute talk, and play four or
five songs. All the profits from the book
would go to a children’s charity. That's

my endgame.



